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SUBJECT: INDIAN POLICY FOLLOWING THE AEGHAN COUP 

1. SUMMARY. A CONVERSATION WITH THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANI- 
STAN REVEALED A WIDE COINCIDENCE OE VIEW AND PROVIDED SOME FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT FOR THE FORTHCOMING CARTER-DESAI MEETING. END SUMMARY 

2. INDIAN AMBASSADOR S.(. SINGH CAME TO SEE ME MAY 22. HE SAID 

HE WAS LEAVING A DAY OR TWO FOR CONSULTATIONS IN NEW DELHI ON 
THE AFGHAN SITUATION. HE HOPED INDIAN AMBASSADOR BAJAPI IN ISLAM- 
BAD WOULD ALSO BE PRESENT IN NEW DELHI, BUT SAID BAJPAI MAY NOT BE 
ABLE TO LEAVE ISLAMABAD "BECAUSE OF ALL THE TROUBLES HE IS HAVING 
THERE." SINGH SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAS NOT MADE UP ITS MIND 
ABOUT HOW IT SHOULD SHAPE ITS REGIONAL POLICY FOLLOWING THE 
AFGHAN COUP AND IMPLIED THAT HIS TRIP TO NEW DELHI IS SO THAT HE 
CAN PARTICIPATE IN A POLICY REVIEW. 

3. SINGH AND I ARE IN GENERAL AGREEMENT ON THE FOLLOWING: 
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A. EXCEPT FOR POSSIBLE SPLITS IN THE MILITARY OR BETWEEN THE 
CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP AND/OR RIGHT-WING ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS, THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT CAN PROBABLY STAY IN POWER WITHOUT 
FACING MAJOR RESISTANCE FOR SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR. THEREAFTER, MUCH 
WILL DEPEND ON THE ECONOMIC SITUATION, INCLUDING THE LEVEL OF COM- 
PETENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT TO DEAL WITH ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. IN THE 
LONGER TERM, THE TRIBAL ETHOS OF AFGHAN CULTURE WILL HAVE TO BE 
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ASSUAGED BY THE REGIME. 

B. THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT'S DEPENDENCE ON THE SOVIETS IS SO GREAT 
THAT SOVIET INFLUENCE IN AFGHANISTAN IS BOUND TO INCREASE. 

C. WESTERN GOVERNMENTS SHOULD KEEP THE DOOR OPEN TO THE AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT (DRA), SHOULD THE DRA WANT TO AVAIL ITSELF OF WESTERN 
ASSISTANCE. 

4. SINGH SEEMED A BIT SURPRISED WHEN I TOLD HIM OF MY CONVICTION 
THAT THE KHALQISTS AND THE SOVIETS HAVE FOR A LONG TIME BEEN COM- 
MITTED TO A FORWARD PUSHTUNISTAN AND BALUCHISTAN POLICY AND WOULD, 
IF THE TARAKI REGIME CONSOLIDATES ITSELF, STIR UP THESE ISSUES 

IN THE FUTURE. I ALSO TOLD HIM - WHICH HE HAD ALREADY FIGURED 
OUT FOR HIMSELF - THAT IMPORTANT U.S. INTERESTS IN THE REGION, 

FROM INDIA THROUGH THE PERSIAN GULF TO TURKEY, ARE INVOLVED IN 
THIS SITUATION. 

5. SINGH SAID HE RECOGNIZES THAT THE DRA IS USING INDIA TO SOME 
DEGREE TO PRESERVE ITS NONALIGNED IMAGE. BUT, HE CLEARLY ALSO FEELS 
IT OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO PROMOTE WARM RELATIONS WITH THE DRA. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE OF COURSE DEFERRING TO AMBASSOR GOHEEN'S VIEWS, 

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS IMPORTANT, WHEN THEY MEET, FOR PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO STRESS TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI THAT, IN THIS NEW SITUA- 
TION, INDIA SHOULD DO ITS UTMOST TO REASSURE PAKISTAN AND TO BEND 
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OVER 

BACKWARDS TO OVERCOME PAK SUSPICIONS ABOUT INDIAN POLICY. I AM 
FULLY AWARE THAT ALL THIS IS EASIER SAID THAN DONE, BUT IT SEEMS 
TO ME IT BEHOOVES US TO MAKE THE EFFORT. 

ELIOT 
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